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Halloween Close Reading Organizer

Title:

Things to
Colors to mark the passage:
« Highlight the title in yellow.
« Underline topic sentence in green.
 Circle the important words about Halloween in red.
«Use close reading symbols text.
CLOSE reading symbols:
o Check Mark(V) - understands story
o Star (*) —something is important
« Exclamation mark (1) — something new, something thal
Question mark (?) - unsure, don’t under: i
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" Halloween
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o {Lm ancient times, peoplefearedthe coming of winter. They were afraid the sun

) they worshiped would be killed by the darkness of the longer nights.. It was a scary time of

year. They. goblins, ghost: the earth, casting
spells and playing evil tricks on pecple,‘{avnid being recognized as humans when they

left their homes after dark, some people wore costumes and masks to disguise themselves

as fellow spirits. Others made big bonfires to scare away :he@plms)z:m later,
Noverber 1 ecame achurcifhaly day called AllSaints’ Day,or All Hallows’. The evening
before, October 31, was called All Hallows’ Eve. Peaple continued some of the old customs.
Over time, All Hallows’ Eve was shortened to Halloween.
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other places. Many symbols of Hi lloween areg
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the past times, some mischievous children
ld go from house to house dressed in costumes, asking for a “treat” and threatening a
“trick" if they didn't get one, That's how the expression “Trick or treat!” began. | Today

people have fun when Halloween trick-or-treaters come to their homes. The\ynjov seeing
the different costumes. Trick-or-treat bags are filled with Halloween treats.
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Vocabulary

cast

spell

disguise

mysterious

mischievous
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Halloween Close Reading Organizer

Title: Halloween Is...

Jors to mark the pa

g is important
Btion mark () ~ something new, something that is surprising
Question mark (2) ~ unsure, don't understand it

The main idea of this passage is to explain Hallow:
holiday.

What have you lear!

Hallows' Eve.
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Text Dependent Questions

Where did Halloween

started from? Give at
least one exampl

Trick or treat!”;
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Vocabulary

cast throw, send out,
form, give off
spell curse, trick

disguise

naughty, playful,
ill-behaved

treats goodie, feast, 4
ple , deli
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Halloween

Halloween started from many ancient beliefs and customs. Itis celebrated on
October 31. In ancient times, people feared the coming of winter. They were afraid the sun
they worshiped would be killed by the darkness of the longer nights. It was a scary time of
year. They believed witches, goblins, ghosts, and other spirits roamed the earth, casting
spells and playing evil tricks on people. To avoid being recognized as humans when they
left their homes after dark, some people wore costumes and masks to disguise themselves
as fellow spirits. Others made big bonfires to scare away the evil spirits. Years later,

November 1 became a church holy day called All Saints’ Day, or All Hallows'. The eve
before, October 31, was called All Hallows’ Eve. People continued some
Over time, All Hallows’ Eve was shortened to Halloween.

Halloween is about pumpkins and de Many people like to c
They put candles o lights inside them. Wh
decorations are seen o and gourds decorate hi

t, the pumpkins glow.

, windows, and porch

P Throughout history, people
the night sky guided, it seemed, by a mysterious power.
they feared. At one time, people believed that cats had

foday they are used to scare people and have fun.

Halloween s about “Trick or treat”. In the past times, some mischievous children

would go from house to house dressed in costumes, asking for a “treat” and threatening a
“4rick” if they didn't get one. That's how the expression “Trick or treat!” began. Today
people have fun when Halloween trick-or-treaters come to their homes. They enjoy seeing
the different costumes. Trick-or-treat bags are flled with Halloween treats.
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Text Dependent Questions

Where did Halloween Halloween started from many
started from? Give at ancient beliefs and customs.

least one example. For example, people believed
witches, goblins, gho:

pumpkins, and gourds, wear
masks and costumes, and go
trick-o- treating.

in the expression In the past times, some
Trick or treat!” mischievous children would go
from house to house dressed
in costumes, asking for a
“treat” and threatening a
“trick” if they didn’t get one.
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Getting Started:

1.

Teacher

sample into a poster.

een Close Reading
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Info Organizer

Blank Paper for Drawing on Day 1

1 Reading Passage

1 Text Dependent Questions Set

Vocabulary
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2 Halloween Black Line Drawings (with/without
labels)

2 Halloween Color Drawings (wit #

labels) Te.a(.:her can blow the'
original black and white

sample into a poster and

rawing with labels
ster with Post-it notes

o Organizer completed

1 Reading Passages with m
1 Text Dependent Questi
answers

* 1 Vocab Sheet with answer

r your students.

*
Students may create the
posterin groups by using
teacher’s sam

Sharpie, Crayons/Markers v

*

Post-It

V: must, *:optional

2. Read the lesson plan.
3. Look at the finished sample works included.

4. Photocopy 8 page package (1 Empty page for Halloween Drawing, 1 Info Organizer, 1 Reading

Passage, 1 Text Dependent Questions Set, and 1 Vocab Sheet) for students. Make an extra set

for the teacher to use.
5. The lesson is designed as cross,curricu
Holidays/Halloween Fi

oW

ELA, Social Science/World
ts usin e reagling and GLAD strategies.
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Credits

| draw all the clipart myself for all the products in my store.

Thank you so much and | hope you enjoy this lesson.

A‘U \"A

L WAL WL
< < > >
a = i 2

Let children be engaged, challenged, and shine!
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