Close Reading

Plus Writing Activities

Corn. Gail Gibbons

6th: 3 4 Months

Teaching Plant Science through

Reading, Comprehension, Docabulary,
Posters, and Reflection




o Facts:
* Cultlvated 100

* Sweet corn
* Popcorn

* Flint corn
* Dent corn
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Corn Close Reading Organizer

Corn has a long history in American continents. tis a gr

America. It was the major crop for the

had a great civilization

The native peoples in what is now Canada and the United States also

grew corn. In 1620 people sailed from England to the Americas and came ashore

ighlight the title in yellow.

* Underline topic sentence in green.
* Circle the important words about corn in red.
* Use close reading symbols throughout text. S elebrating their bounti
CLOSE reading symbols:

+ Check Mark(V) - understands story
* Star (*) - something is important
*  Exclamation mark (1) - something new, something that is surprising

Question mark (?) —unsure, don't understand it

o # 5t whatis now Plymouth, Massachusetts. They were called Pilgrims. The winter

was cold, and they had very little to eat. In the spring local Native American

" Indi h Pilgrims he . In the fall ti i lly
e o ST T — Indians taught the Pilgrims how to grow corn. In the fal the Indian corn was fully ./

don’t understand it grown. The Pilgrims held a great feast celebrating their bountiful harvest. The

Indians joined them at this first Thanksgiving. The Pilgrims learned to use corn in

Itis generally agreed that there are four different types —————

has many varieties. Sweet corn is the most common corn that

*
The main idea of these passages is to ,45 It is generally agreed that thereare four: of corn: Each type

love eating sweet corn because the kernels are soft, sweet, an. g
IO has many ‘Sweetcom is the most common corn that people eat. People

is harvested just before the kernels turn hard. All other types

The main idea of these passages is to pre
corn.

love eating sweet corn because the kernels are soft, sweet, and juicy.

d*ﬂl other types of
ain s a great snack fool

harvested after the kernels turn hard. Popcorn is a great snact
is harvested just before the kernels turn har

used in many foods we eat. Itis used to feed animals too. Der

harvested after the kernels turn hard. Popg
What have you learned about corn? for many different kinds of foods.

What have you learned about cof Corn can be nutritious and delicious. Corn is used in m

we eat. However, much of the corn grown is used to feed anir
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It's planting time. On large farms a plow is used to turr Com by Gail Gibbons.
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as corn cultivated originally? Text Dependent Questions (1)

- — large row planter is used to plant the corn kernels. In five da
1.Where was corn cultivated originally?

Corn was cultivated originally in Mexico and
Central America.

to germinate. In four weeks, corn stalks begin to grow. In eig

covered by husks appear.

Breezes blow grains of pollen nto the air,

2. Explain the role of corn

2. Explain the role of corn in the lives of Pilgrin pollen from a tassel sticks to the carn silk of anoth

out two months after

Yhout two months after the cornis planted. Each ear of cor has a great many
corn silks.YHundreds of gfrand3jof corn silk grow all along the cob and out of the

top of the husk. At the end of each corn silk is ar that is attached to the cob.

together, the egg |s@ i Thereis il
v

four months after the corn has been planted, and one egg for each kernel.

to turn brown. The kernels are ripe. It is the corn harvest tir

3.How many different types of corn? What
are they?

They are four different types of corn: swé
corn, popcorn, flint corn, dent corn.

harvested before the silks turn brown and the kernels are stil

average corn plant is about & fest (2.4 m) tall. The average e: o Q ,;A Three to four months after the corn has been planted, th
(20.3) long. A corn picker machine picks each ear of corn indi toRgrThroNRRTHekernlsare LRIy

combine machine picks the ears from the stalks, removes the

removes the kernels from the cobs. A corn forage harvester ¢

plant into small pieces for silage.
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used to plant corns on large {

cultivate

2. What happens to the kernel ive days
weeks, eight weeks, two mon to fo
months?

In five days, the kernel will start to germinate.
In four weeks, a corn stalk begins to grow.

In eight weeks, cobs covered by husks appear.
In two montbhs, pollination occurs.

variety

pollination

4. What machines are used to harvest c&
to another.

Grass or other green
plants that are cut and
stored, without being
dried first to feed cattle in
winter.

€ stalks, removes the husks, and then removes
the kernels from the cobs.

* The corn forage harvester cuts up the whole plant
into small pieces for silage.
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2 Corn

Black Line Drawings (with/without labels)

*

1. It is suggested to get the following items ready.
Items needed Teacher Student
The Book Corn by Gail Gibbons v
Lesson Plan \%
Vocab Poster \Y
%
Teacher can blow the
original black and white
sample into a poster.
Info Organizer \ v
1 Grid Paper for Drawing on Day 1 \ \Y
2 Reading Passages \4 \Y
2 Text Dependent Questions Sets \ Y
Vocabulary \ Y
A
%

2 Corn

Color Drawings (with/without labels)

Teacher can blow the
original black and white
sample into a poster and
color it.

Students may create the
poster in groups by using
teacher’s sample

Teacher Finished Sample Package:

1 Corn Color Drawing with labels

1 Corn Color Drawing with labels

1 Vocab Poster with Post-it notes

1 Info Organizer completed

2 Reading Passages with marks

2 Text Dependent Questions Set with answers
1 Vocab Sheet with answers

*

| tried to type as much
as possible for you to
read easily. In real
time, you are going to
hand write to model
for your students.

Sharpie, Crayons/Markers \ \Y
Post-It &
V: must, *:optional

2. Read the lesson plan.

3. Look at the finished sample works included.

4. Photocopy 7 page package (1 Empty Grid for Drawing, 1 Info Organizer, 2 Reading Passages, 2
Text Dependent Questions Sets, and 1 Vocab Sheet) for students. Make an extra set for the
teacher to use.

5. The lesson is designed as cross curriculum among ELA, Science/Plant/Corn, and Fine Arts using

close reading and GLAD strategies.
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Credits

| draw all the clipart myself for all the products in my store.

Thank you so much and | hope you enjoy this lesson.
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Let children be engaged, challenged, and shine!
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